
wholly constructed by Americans or wires strung on French 
poles. The light lines are wires leased from the French or 
taken over from the Germans. Trunk lines led from all the 
principal ports to Paris, to Tours, and to general headquarters 
(G. H. Q.) back of the American battle areas. The lines 
running to Coblenz for the army of occupation were taken 

Map 6.—American telephone and telegraph lines in France, England, and Germany. 

over from the Germans. At the time of the signing of the 
armistice the Signal Corps was operating 282 telephone ex
changes and 133 complete telegraph stations. The telephone 
lines numbered 14,956, reaching 8,959 stations. More than 
100,000 miles of wire had been strung. The peak load of 
operation reached was 47,555 telegrams a day, averaging 60 
words each. 


